
Grid Logic
Six friends meet for a few rounds of tic-tac-toe. “I call Os,” cried Helen, “because Os always beat Xes.” “Not always,” said Ray. “You can’t put an O down if someone’s already put an X in the blank. Of course, you also can’t put an X where there’s already an O.” “Details,” Helen said flippantly with a wave of her hand. The five men and one woman settled into the games and began chatting. They soon figured out that, despite what they had in common, each of them had a distinct preference of language, animal, and flower.

1) The six friends are Helen, the lobster lover, the Greek speaker, the one who prefers pansies, Ray, and the French speaker.

2) Stevie and the Chinese speaker don’t care for mammals or tulips.

3) The Spanish speaker is blinded by her love of foxes.

4) The pansy lover prefers languages and creatures that start with vowels.

5) Of Homer and the Greek speaker, one prefers lobsters and the other likes poppies, but neither likes creatures that fly.

6) The red panda lover boasts entirely alliterate characteristics.

7) The one who prefers ladybugs and cardinals is Stevie.

8) Bartimeus can’t see why the ibis lover prefers the most modern language.
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Once the six friends had finished deciphering what made each of them unique, they used their interests and the rules they had discussed earlier to feel out a message for their friends.
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